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mours, rather than Reaſons giyen me oc- 


General Proſperity of Trade. 


pear'd very Hot on OIL 
ding, that is 
this Miſchief; 1 
Forgeries, which 
Houle, and which 


The — lie their Cahſe, ap- 
* . 


9 — the 
„ aod che Nu not Pafing 
fix him in his Hands ever after. 

I omit, how in their Inftances they In- 


52 March, 14. . 1706. 


9 
the he, Houſe Looks, in which 
t to l 22 re. 
. 5 that if I am. not as — 


"pa A. as be Impos d upon 
1 be acted a Part jy 
they have been draun ia, Ono es 


ia the Cond ition of Bankr 4 
who 19 gen forgiven Hh 
land Talents, were oqw.. 


Neighbours by the Thro 


Charg d, and Im 


ics | other 1 has one 
to en 


gala, of 142 in tha Reyi 
whic jung War X very ſecute · 
I confeſs, I could not but be Sorry 


ſee ſume Geatlemen there, who, CD 
5 5 20 vere ſome vecy —— — 


fe Ms Men = 
_ bad no Buſineſs — unleſs it was 
to 


( 126 ) 


to be brought as Iaſtances, that where the 
Lenicy of the Credicor will permit, Men 
fall into Trade again, and Recover,which is 
the very thing we are upon. 

But if theſe Gentlemen were to have 
had the Ghoſts of thoſe poor Men, that 
with their Families have Periſh'd, under 
their Mercileſs Hands, appear'd againft 
them at the Bar of the Houſe, as without 
doubt they will at a more Awful Bar a- 
nother time 3 they would not have dar'd 
to have mention'd their Mercy to Credi- 
rors, of which Thouſands of Families are 
now Witneſſing with the Text, That the 
render "Mercies of Engliſh Creditors are 
Cruelties. 

To ſay, that when Debtors are Honeſt, 
Creditors are always kind ; as one Gentle- 
man had the Aſſurance to ſay, to call it 
wo worſe, is ſo far from Trath, that 1 En- 
gage to their Orator, Mr. W—-—r, for 
every Debtor that he can produce, to 
whom Creditors have been tender and 
Merciful, any farther than as regarded their 
meer Abſtratted Intereſt; II produce him 
twenty that have been Ruin'd, Bury'd in 
Gaols, Starv'd, and Deftroy'd, aftes a 
Thouſand Honeſt Offers, of Surrendring 
all they had in the World to them; nay, 
and while that all was conſiderable too, if 
Mens Paſhons had not over-rul'd their 
Reaſon ; who being deny'd Terms, have 
been puiſu'd with Commiiſions, and Har- 
raſs'd with all ſorts of Cruelty, till they 
had waſted, in the Lingrimg Death of a Pri 
ſon that they had to offer, and made ut- 


terly uncapable, either to help themſelves. 


or their Creditors ; and ſome of theſe Men 
of better Chatactets (asking their Pardon 
than any of thoſe that appear'd againſt 
them. 
I come now to theſe Gentlemens Wiſe 
Arguments, and I am Sorry to ſce, one 
Wiſe and Honeft Man led away by this 
Multitude, to fall in with ſuch Imperfect 
"Notions, to leave it tothe Oath of the Deb» 
tor, Expoſcs the Creditor ſay they, to 
Cheats and Frauds of every Man that 
will be a N gur, and for!wear himſclf. 
Alas! who doubts it ? and this is Ace- 
gung againit tz whole Bill; and yet theſe 


Gentlemen ſay, they are for the Bill, but 
againſt the Clauſe. 

Now Pray, Gentlemen, confider your 
Juſtice, and hear it in Plain Egli z You 
are tor che Bill, that is, you arc E. the 
Ha ging part of the Bill, for having the 
Debtor Surrender Himſelf, and al! his Bf. 
fects, and your Commiſſioners have Power 
to Swear nim; there You will take his 
Oath ; and thank your Mercy, you are 
for having bim Hang'd if he does not, 
but you are not for having him Diſcharg'd 
at all, nor for obligeng all his Creditors 
to come into the Commiſſion— In- 
deed, Mr. W-—r, this is an admirable 
Specimen of the Tenderaeſs of You Gen- 
tlemen Drapers, and of your Juſtice alſo ; 
and I - wonder your Conſcience, if not in- 
ticely Suppreſs'd, -did not give ſuch a 
thump againſt your Heart, as to prevent 
your Expoſing your Principle fo much. 

To take th2 Dehtors all, and diſtribute 
it among a few, and leave him at the 
Mercy uf the ren — To have him eng, 
it he docs not Deliver, and Starv'd if he 
does; to have his Oath taken agaioſt him» 
ſelf, but refus'd for himſelf ; I wonder 
what Sign that Gentleman Lives at, and 
would denre him to Write theſe Princi- 
ples of his upon it, and ſce who would 
Trade with him, 

J conteſs, tis the D-btors Happineſs 
to have ſuch Adverſaties as to Argument, 
before ſach } as the Houſe uf Peers; 
and but that I thought ic would be an 
Affront to their Lordſhips Judgments, to 
Expoſe ſuch Abſurdities as theſe, and that 
they were tuo Groſs to need a Reply, 
and coniidering it ſeem'd. peaking our own 
Caſe, I had offer'd theſe Things at the 
ſame Place, 1 1 

The Lords could not but know theſe 
weie Creditors, that they ſtood there 
Embrued with the of Murther'd 
Debtors, and Deſending that Batbarity, 
which the Nation Groans under, whic 
Foreign Countries wonder at us for, and 
which their Lord{higs--were apply'd toy for 
the Redreſs off and no Doubt: but their 
Artzuings Pleaded for themſelves. 


But 
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But, ſay theſe tender Hearted Gentle- 
men, another Year we will come and Con- 
cert a Bill «ich you, that ſhall reach every 
fide, and Pleaſe you all. 

Speaking for my own part, Gentlemen, 
1 declare my ſelf Content, if you never 
Paſs any ſuch Bill ; but give me Leave, to 
be very plain with you, Gentlemen Cre di- 
tors, it this Delay be yours —kirn, you are 
the Murtherers of all that Dye in Pri- 
ſon, or are Starv'd with Want, ia the 
men time; it any more Diſtieſs'd Souls 
Stab themſelves at Cambury- Houſe, as 
you had a Dreadful Example this very 
Week, from the Inſufferable Extremities 
of theſe things z their Blood is of your 
ſhedding, lies at your Door, and the Cries 
of thoſe Wretched Miſerables, will not 
be 4 Curſe Cauſeleſs z for why did you not 
make this Voluntary Clamour a Month a- 
80 o ſay you did nt know of it, 
is a moſt Ridiculous Evaſion And 
what you would not acc-pt from one of 
your Debtors, was is not Printed in tbe 
Votes? If one of you, Mr. „1, or any 
body ſhould Swear he never knew of ic — 
And your Chimerical Jury ſhould fit upon 
it, as you would have them ſit upon the poor 
Debtors Oath; Do you think they would 
Vote to believe ou? If you did not 
know it be fore, how did you know it now ? 
Is you slarm'd by ſome of your 
Brethren in Cruclty, that left the Honeft 
Debtors ſhould eſcape =ee Hands, Sum- 
mon'd you up, raisd the brought 
up their Mob, Stock - Jobber, and Broker, 
Hand in Hand with the Draper, to make 
a Fonatban's Coffee-houſe, at the Bar of the 
Houſe of Lords, and Clamour thoſe Fami- 
lies into Miſery oo, that they had trick d 
and Cheated into Miſchiets before? 

Nor are they Guilty of the Deſtructian 
of the Perſons only 3 but, Gentlemen, You 
are the Thieves, of every Penny of the 
Publick Steck cf the Nation, that theſe 
People are forc'd in this mean time, to 
carry away with them into Foreign Coun- 
tries, 

You are the Ruine of every Engliſh Ma- 
eufatture they Erect in Foreign Coun- 


you jeſt with, teczvſe eu 


nd ; but is as certais, as that 
a Stock- jubber has more Dithculty than 
his Neighbour to be an Honeſt Man. 

Liftly, You are Thieves to the reſt of 
the willing Creditors, and Rob them ot 
all that Money, that the Honeſt D=btors 
ſhall be leſs able to Surrender next Year to 
you than they could now; and I could fil 
this Paper with but a few of the Una- 
countable Injuries you bave Attempted to 
do, by your Robbing the Nation of ſe 
good a Law, which would keep our Men, 
Money, and Manufactures at Hume. 

Aud now Pray, Gentlemen, give me 
leave, who am ſo far Diſ- inteteſted in this 
Affair, to Expoſtulate with you a little. 

—— What Benefit do you expect by 
this Oppofition ? Do you think, that be- 
tween this and the next Seſſion ut Parlia- 
ment, any Debtor will be ſuch an Az, to 
offer you any Cumpolition? Will you expect 
to find any ſeparate Advantage, by the in- 
termediate Proſecutions of this or that 
Perſon, but what a Statute at the next 
Seſſion ſhall retrieve ? —— You ſay, that 
next Seſſion you will — with theſe Gen- 
tlemen, in a Bill for ral Relief] _—_ 
I tell you, you Inow not what Ipi- 
ris you are of, you would be farther from it 
next Year, than = are now; becauſe all 
you have made of the Poor Debtor in the 
mean time, muſt be Refunded, and be- 
cauſe he will hare leſs to ſatisfie you then, 
than now; and I would be any Man 
would Calculate for the Py es 
How much Creditors Money, ſhall be Spent 
this Year, in meer Bread and Subſiftence, 
for the Families of your Poor Debtors, 
who, while you keep them hid and Cog- 
ceal'd, muft Live and be Fed z how much 
your City Thieves, the Commiſfionert, 
ſhall Expend this Year, at tho /riþ Chamb- 
er at Guild-H#al, to the Tune of 10 to 
20 J. a Sitting, with its E, Cezere's, to De- 
firoy the Eftat-s of the Bankrupt, and leave 
dim nothing to Pay ? 

Who ſball Anſwer for theſe things, Gea- 
tlemen ? And with what Face can you 
blame a Debtor, that ſhall reſerve _ 
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